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11 August 2020 
 

Agriculture (Retained EU Law and Data) (Scotland) Bill 
 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
The Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee considered the delegated 
powers in the Agriculture (Retained EU Law and Data) (Scotland) Bill as amended at 
Stage 2 at its meeting today and agreed to write to you with the questions below. 
 
Section 2(1) – Power to simplify or improve CAP legislation 

 
In the Committee’s Stage 1 report, it recommended that consideration should be 
given to having a choice of procedure available in relation to this power so that the 
negative procedure can be used for "housekeeping" matters and the affirmative 
procedure can be used when there are more significant policy implications. This 
would replicate what currently happens in relation to the delegated power in section 
2(2) of the European Communities Act 1972. 
 

1. Could you update the Committee on what consideration was given to having 
a choice of procedure for this power and why it was not felt appropriate to have 
such a choice? 

 
Section 6(1) – Power to simplify or improve CAP legislation on aid for fruit and 
vegetable producer organisations 
 
In the Committee’s Stage 1 report, it recommended that this power should be subject 
to a sunset clause.  
 
In the Scottish Government’s previous correspondence with the Committee, similar 
arguments were adopted in relation to sunset clauses in section 2(1) and section 
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6(1). However, a sunset clause has been added to section 2(1) (as well as section 
3(1) and 4(1)) but not to section 6(1).  
 

2. Does the Scottish Government now consider that different considerations 
apply to the application of a sunset clause to section 6(1) than to section 2(1) 
and a sunset clause is not appropriate in this case?  

 
The Committee would be grateful for a response to the points raised in this letter by 
5pm on Thursday 14 August so that it might consider that response at its meeting 
on 18 August. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Bill Bowman 
Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 


